
 
 

Report of: Planning Services Business Manager                                        
 
To: Executive Board – 11th September 2006 
 Council – 2nd October 2006      
 

          Item No:     
 
 

Title of Report : Statement of Community Involvement 
 

 
Summary and Recommendations

Purpose of report:      To adopt the Statement of Community Involvement 
 
Key decision: No 
 
Portfolio Holder: Cllr John Goddard 
 
Scrutiny Responsibility:  Environment 
 
Ward(s) affected:  All 
 
Report Approved by 
Portfolio Holder:  Cllr John Goddard 
Legal:  Lindsay Cane 
Finance:  David King 
Strategic Director:  Sharon Cosgrove 

Policy Framework: The production of this document fulfils a commitment of the 
Local Development Scheme.  It will support the City Council’s vision by improving 
the environment where we live and work. 
 
Recommendation(s):   
That Executive Board recommends Council to adopt the Statement of Community 
Involvement (as the Inspector’s Report is binding on the City Council). 
 
That Council adopt the Statement of Community Involvement (as the Inspector’s 
Report is binding on the City Council). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

x
Name of Strategic Director or Business Manager

x
Name of Committee

emace
Field to be completed by Committee Services

x
Title of report

x
To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)


x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.
In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.
The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area


x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.


x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

emace
Name the officers who have approved the report prior to publication.

emace
Enter name once approved

emace
Enter name once approved

emace
Enter name once approved

emace
Enter name once approved OR delete if report in name of Strategic Director

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.


x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.



Summary 
 

1. In January and February 2006 Executive Board and Council considered 
the draft Statement of Community Involvement before submission to the 
Secretary of State for Examination.  The document was then submitted 
and underwent a statutory 6-week consultation. The binding Inspector’s 
report was received on 29th June 2006. The report is available on the City 
Council’s website: www.oxford.gov.uk/SCI 

 
2. The purpose of this report is to consider changes made to the Statement 

of Community Involvement as a result of the Inspector’s report, and to 
adopt the Statement.   

 
3. The Executive Board is asked to recommend that Council adopt the 

Statement.  Council is asked to adopt the Statement.   
 
Background and context 
 
4. The new planning system introduced under the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004 replaces local plans with a local development 
framework. A local development framework is similar to a local plan in that 
it will detail policies and proposals to guide development in Oxford. 
However, whilst the local plans were produced as one large document, the 
local development framework will consist of a series of documents. This 
change of format means that the plans are more flexible and can be more 
responsive to changes in Oxford as each document can be amended or 
updated over time, as required.  

 
5. The Statement of Community Involvement is one of the documents within 

the local development framework. It will be the first City Council document 
to be adopted under the new system. Once it is adopted, the soundness of 
other documents in the local development framework will be judged partly 
according to whether the consultation followed the methods set out in the 
Statement. 

 
The Statement of Community Involvement 

 
6. The Statement of Community Involvement shows how the City Council 

intends to involve the community in the preparation and review of planning 
policy documents. It identifies the different community groups that need to 
be involved in the planning process and it outlines the various techniques 
that the City Council intends to use to involve them effectively. The 
document shows that different techniques are likely to be suitable for 
different stages of consultation, and for consultation on different types of 
documents. The Statement of Community Involvement also sets out 
methods of consultation for planning applications and shows how the 
requirements of the regulations will exceed the statutory minimum (as set 
out in the table on page 26 of the document). It will also act as a guide for 
developers on how they should consult when they propose a major 
development and it will enable the community to know how and when they 
can be involved in the planning process. 

 

 
 



7. An Examination of the draft Statement was held by an independent 
Inspector. The Examination was based on written representations as no 
objectors requested a hearing. The purpose of the Examination was to 
test whether the Statement is ‘sound’. The soundness of the Statement 
was tested against a number of criteria. Only eight minor changes were 
put forward in the Inspector’s Report, and these are highlighted in the 
revised Statement attached as Appendix A. The Inspector’s Report is 
binding on the City Council. 

 
The next stages 
 
8.    Once adopted by Council, the Statement will become part of the local 

development framework, and the soundness of other documents in the 
local development framework will be judged partly according to whether 
the consultation followed the methods set out in the Statement. 

 
Appendices 
 
9. A – Statement of Community Involvement showing Inspector’s changes. 
  
 
   
  
Name and contact details of author: Sarah Harrison, 252718, 
SBHarrison@oxford.gov.uk  
 
Background papers:  Inspector’s Report 
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x
These are any documents relied upon or drawn from in writing the report. If that document is already in the public domain (e.g. legislation, government guidance or a previously published committee report) they do not need to be listed here. Say if there are no background papers.



